Neonatal behavior in full-term small for date.
Fifty newborns, 25 full term SFDs (small for date) and 25 full term AGAs (appropriate for gestational age) were taken up for comparative study of their behavior using BNBAS (Brazelton's neonatal behavior assessment scale). The study revealed that full term SFDs performed significantly poorly on all items under cluster interactive processes compared to their counterparts full term AGAs on day 1. They also showed similar poor performance in clusters of motor processes and organizational processes (State control). Follow up assessment on day 30 revealed significantly better performance in these clusters. However, the performance of SFD babies in all items of cluster of organizational processes (physiological response) was comparable to that of AGA babies in the initial as well as follow up assessments.